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What is the 
Commuter Rail Coalition?



The Commuter Rail Coalition:

• is an association representing the interests, needs and benefits of the 
nation’s commuter railroads, which deliver 490 million passenger 
trips each year.
• was formed by industry leaders to engage and educate stakeholders 

and to advocate for the resources necessary to sustain these vital 
public assets, which the National Safety Council recognizes as the 
safest means of transportation.



Why is the CRC Necessary?

• To safely and efficiently move the metropolitan regions that they serve, US 
commuter railroads must have a seat at the table before Congress and federal 
agencies.
• The Commuter Rail Coalition advocates for commuter railroads in the US, calling 

attention to the many benefits they deliver to their communities. The Coalition 
further identifies and communicates the resources needed to sustain these vital 
public assets well into the future.
• With the formation of the Commuter Rail Coalition, US commuter railroads now 

have a single-minded advocate in Washington, DC, to voice their concerns, needs, 
and interests – and to advocate on their behalf.
• As it works with Congress and the federal sector the Commuter Rail Coalition is 

the new voice of commuter railroads.



What is Commuter Rail? 





What is Commuter Rail?

• Delivering 490 million passenger trips annually, US commuter 
railroads benefit passengers and the metropolitan regions they 
serve. 
• Commuter Rail is the safest form of transportation. 
• Commuter Rail service supports economic development and grows a 

tax base by providing access to metropolitan centers.
• Commuter Rail facilitates the talent demands of employers through 

safe, environmentally sound transportation to jobs.



What is Commuter Rail? (cont.)

• Commuter Rail provides a city’s workforce with access to more 
affordable housing beyond the city center.
• Using Commuter Rail can prevent the adverse health effects 

attributable to driving in rush hour traffic.
• By removing cars from roadways, Commuter Railroads reduce the 

carbon footprint of riders, and spare remaining drivers even worse 
roadway congestion.



Why should Phoenicians care 
about Commuter Rail?



ACCORDING TO TEXAS TRANSPORTATION 
INSTITUTE’S URBAN MOBILITY SCORECARD…

...TRAVEL DELAYS DUE TO TRAFFIC CONGESTION CAUSED DRIVERS TO 
WASTE MORE THAN 3 BILLION GALLONS OF FUEL AND KEPT 
TRAVELERS STUCK IN THEIR CARS FOR NEARLY 7 BILLION EXTRA 
HOURS – 42 HOURS PER RUSH-HOUR COMMUTER. 

THE TOTAL NATIONWIDE PRICE TAG: $160 BILLION, OR $960 PER 
COMMUTER.



What does Commuter Rail 
mean for metro Phoenix?



Challenges …

• Phoenix is the 4th most populous city in the US.
• Maricopa County has been the fastest-growing county in the US for 3 

years running.
• Phoenix itself will add another 1 million residents in the next 10 

years; growth is projected to hit 2.2 million in 2030
• Greater metropolitan region will count 6.3 million residents in 2030



…and Opportunities

•Commuter Rail is the final mode in the region’s 
mobility toolbox





…and Opportunities, cont.

• Safest of all modes of travel
• Commuter rail currently supports the highest GDP-generating metros 

of the country.





…and Opportunities, cont.

• Reduces road congestion in the face of ever-increasing population 
growth, and, thus, every rider’s carbon footprint
• Utilizes existing infrastructure, less disruption & lower cost to 

implement







What’s Next for the Region?



MAG Regional Commuter Rail Projections



Commuter Rail Implementation – Next Steps



Commuter Rail Implementation – Next Steps, cont.

Spring 2021:  MAG will decide what modes are included in the     
next regional transportation plan, then 

November 2022: Ballot initiative



THANK YOU!

KellyAnne Gallagher
Founder & Executive Director
Commuter Rail Coalition
KAG@CommuterRailCoalition.org
CommuterRailCoalition.org
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